Geological setting
The upper Ediacaran Dengying Formation (ca. 551-541 Ma) is well exposed in the Yangtze Gorges area (Fig. 1) . It overlies the Doushantuo Formation, which has been dated between 635
Ma and 551 Ma (40). It can be subdivided into three lithostratigraphic units: the Hamajing, Shibantan, and Baimatuo members. The Hamajing Member consists of ~30 meters of light gray peritidal dolostone, with tepee structures and karstification features (15). The Shibantan Member consists of >100 meters of dark gray, thin-bedded, laminated micritic limestone deposited in subtidal environments (15). It contains a number of soft-bodied Ediacara-type fossils (39), animal trails and undermat burrows (13, 15, 19) , problematic fossils (41-43), as well as potential Photoshop.
